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Law to the Prime Minister* This time, however, it was to sup-
port the hand, not of Asquith against Lloyd George, but of
Lloyd George against Asquith.
"Lord Lansdowne and I,*9 the Leader of the Opposition
wrote, " have learnt with dismay that Lord Fisher has resigned,
and we have come to the conclusion that we cannot allow the
House to adjourn until this fact has been made known and
discussed."
And he proceeded: " In our opinion things cannot go on as
they are, and some change in the constitution of the Govern-
ment seems to us inevitable if it is to retain a sufficient measure
of public confidence to conduct the war to a successful
conclusion,"
The occasion, then, was the resignation of Lord Fisher from
the Admiralty, the apparent cause the adventure of the Darda-
nelles; but the true motive was a coalition for which Mr. Lloyd
George was then working, and the more we look into that
crisis, the more we perceive the influence of that restless spirit*
It was to Mr, Lloyd George that Lord Fisher went with his
resignation; it was Mr, Lloyd George who carried the news to
Mr, Asquith; it was to Mr, Lloyd George that Mr. Bonar Law
went when he heard of it* According to Lord Riddell (who had
it from Lloyd George) Bonar Law (who was, for once, excited)
proposed a National Government with Lloyd George as Prime
Minister, a proposal which the latter, out of loyalty to Mr,
Asquith, declined* It was, however, Lloyd George who reinforced
Bonar Law's letter of the 17th with a letter of his own.
After reciting a long list of eon parte statements concerning
munitions, he proceeded: ** If these facts are approximately
correct, I hesitate to think what action the public would insist
on if they were known , * . I cannot therefore continue to pre-
side [over the Munitions Committee] under such conditions.1'
It was not merely a resignation, it was a threat,
That letter was written on the 19th May, 1915, and upon that
day Mr* Asquith announced in general terms the reconstruction
of his Government Mr, Winston Churchill was the first victim.
He had played a courageous and a patriotic part; as he reminded
Mr* Bonar Law in a plea for justice: ** I had,*' he said, " to pro-
cure the money, the men, the ships and ammunition, Supported
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